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Farewell, 8th Graders!  
 

Written by: Fallyn Nielsen, Jazmin Arce, and DeMilio 
Ortega 

 

    As the end of the year approaches, the 8th graders 
are getting ready to leave for high school. We asked a 
few of these 8th graders to reflect upon their years 
here at Franklin Middle School. We asked them one 
question:  
    What was the most memorable thing about Franklin? 

Here is what they said:  

 

“I would say the most memorable thing was being 

close as a team in football no matter what. We got 

closer and closer and it didn’t matter if we were in the 

same friend group or not. On that team, we were all 

friends and even family.”  -Jacob Nunez 

 
“My favorite thing about Franklin Middle school 

would be all of the musicals! My most favorite ones 

were The Lion King and Willy Wonka.” -Lily Gloekler 

 

“Avid changed my life because it helped me be more 

efficient in my classes and it helped me be more 

organized. I think without Avid, I would be failing my 

classes.” -Enrique Antuna 

 
“The thing I remember about Franklin was when 
Timothy Alexander came and gave an inspirational 
speech at the beginning of this year, and it touched my 
heart.” -Sierra Gonzales 

 

“My most memorable things at Franklin were 

playing with my teammates that I bonded with, 

when Tyler made a 3-pointer, and when Luis 

Castro broke a chair.” -Bryan Lopez 

“The time Mr. Cimenski ripped his pants when he bent 

down. He thought it was funny and he tried to cover it 

with his jacket.” -Janessa Lopez 

 

“One of my best memories was when my friends 

and I were in the big gym and we were on a 

cart and I was spinning Karen and she fell out of 

the cart.” -Stephanie Lira 
 
“My favorite memory from the school was when 
Supaman came and did his native dances and it 
was inspirational.” -Juan Figueroa  
 

“The most memorable thing about Franklin was meeting 

new teachers every year and getting to know them.”  

-Kenia Velasquez 

 

“The most memorable thing through the years 
was that I befriended many kind 8th graders in 
advanced math.” -Aung Tun 
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Spring Sports  
 

Written by: Mario Perez and Jose Guerra 
 

    The two spring sports at Franklin are soccer and 
track. Girls soccer is coached by Mrs. Knipple and Ms. 
Brandabur. They practice in the mornings from 7:30-
8:30. Their first game was on April 11th. Sixth grade 
lost, seventh grade won, and eighth grade also won. 
Overall, the girl’s soccer season went well. Eighth 
grade girls finished third in their league with two wins 
and three losses. According to Jazmin Arce, the team 
really improved on their shooting skills and dribbling. 
Seventh grade girls finished second in their league with 
one win, one loss, and three ties. Sixth grade girls 
finished strong with one win at the end of their season. 
Great season, girls!  
 

  

    Boys soccer is coached by 
Justin Hope. They practice after school from 4:20 to 
5:30. Their first game on April 11th was at Brentwood. 
Sixth grade won, seventh grade lost, and eighth grade 
won. The sixth grade team finished second in their 
league with three wins and two losses. The seventh 
grade team finished fourth in their league. The eighth 
grade team finished in second place with two wins, two 
losses, and one tie. Great season, boys!  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
    Track is coached by Mr. Tate, Mr. Powers, and Ms. 
McClintock. There are different events in track, such as 
field and running events. For running, there are 
hurdles, 100 meter dash, 1 or 2 mile, and many more. 
For field, there is discus, long jump, and shotput.  
    The track season went pretty well. Many Franklin 
students placed 1st and 2nd place in multiple events. 
“What motivates most of our teammates is that if we 
get a great record that no one can beat, it will be 
written on a plaque showing our name and it won’t  

be removed unless the record is broken,” says Mario 
Perez.  

 
           (Pictured L to R: Orlando Lopez, Michael Alva, Mario  
           Lopez, Cameron Curley) 
 

    Special Olympics also took place this month and was 
a lot of fun! The participants, volunteers, and staff all 
said it was a very successful event.  
 

 
 

Concerts in Colorado 
Written by: Ivan Munoz and Juan Figueroa 

 

Red Rocks Amphitheatre, Denver 
5/20: Global Dub Festival  
5/21: Elephant Revival  

5/26: Jethro Tull 
5/27, 5/28: Odesza 

5/29, 5/30: Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers 

5/31: Trey Anastasio Band  
 

Pepsi Center, Denver 
6/3, 6/4: Roger Waters 

6/6: Enrique Iglesias & Pitbull  
6/13: Future 

7/29: Kendrick Lamar 
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Written by: Zoe Trumbull, Hadey Lopez, and Kenia 
Velasquez 

 

    In this section, we interviewed students from each 
grade that were recommended by their teachers. We 
talked about their success and what they did to earn 
this privilege of Student Spotlight. 
     In sixth grade, Evelyn Garcia was recommended 
by Mrs. Townsend.  “She is an outstanding student 
that always goes above and beyond at all times,” 
says Mrs. Townsend, a sixth grade science teacher. 
Below is an interview with Evelyn: 
 

What does it feel like to be in the spotlight? 

“Knowing that I was chosen to be in the spotlight is 
nerve-wracking, but at the same time, exciting.” 

What is something you enjoy about Franklin? 

“Something I enjoy about Franklin is how teachers 
help us learn and help us to have a better future. I 
also enjoy seeing my friends at school.” 

What is something you are going to miss at 
Franklin during the summer? 

“I’m going to miss some of the teachers and the 
sports like soccer.” 

How do you feel now that the end of the year is 
around the corner? 
  

“I’m sad that the end of the year 
is almost here and nervous for 
seventh grade. Also, I won’t be 
able to see my friends for a 
while.” 

What is something you enjoy 
doing in your free time? 

“In my free time, I like listening to 
music, dancing, and coloring.” 

    In seventh grade, the staff nominated Rick Ortiz for 
Student Spotlight. “He is a hard worker and is involved 
in school activities. Rick is always willing to collaborate 
with others and stays on task,” says Mrs. Knipple, a 
seventh grade Language Arts teacher. Below is an 
interview with Rick: 
 

What does it feel like to be in the spotlight? 

“It feels alright. It was unexpected.” 

What is something you enjoy here at 
Franklin? 

 

“Something I enjoy here at Franklin are 
the sports.” 

How do you feel now that the end of 
the year is around the corner? 

“I feel kind of relieved because we get to 
take a break from work until the next 
school year.” 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
    In eighth grade, Ms. Cavanaugh recommended Hunter 
Desbiens for the Spotlight. She said, “Hunter is a great 
student and a great person. He came to Franklin in 
November and has been a pleasure to have in class. He is 
thoughtful, creative, and kind. Thank you, Hunter, for all 
of your hard work this year!” Below is an interview with 
Hunter: 
 

What does it feel like to be in the spotlight? 

“It feels like you did something good; you accomplished 
something. It’s also nerve-wracking because you don’t 
know what to say sometimes.” 

What is something you enjoy here at Franklin? 

“I enjoy the track team after school and I also enjoy the 
lunch period.” 

What is something you are going to miss at Franklin 
during the summer?  

“I will miss the the track team. Track is my favorite 
sport.” 
 

How do you feel now that the end of the 
year is around the corner? 

“I feel like I’m scared of high school, but I 
know I’m going to do well.” 

What is something you enjoy doing in 
your free time?   
“I enjoy playing with my brother and 
running down to the park.” 
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Retiring Teachers 

 
Written by: Adriana Madrid Flores, Tatiana Guevara, and 

Isavel Blas 
 

    In this section, we interviewed all of the teachers 
who are retiring after this year. We appreciate all of 
your years of hard work! 
 

How long have you been at Franklin?  
Mrs. Villa: I have been at Franklin for 6 years. 

Mrs. Sabzevari: I have been teaching at Franklin for 
16 years. 
Mrs. Kohloff: I have been here at Franklin for 20 
years. 
Mrs. Anderson: I have been at Franklin for 1 year. I 
have been teaching 30 years. 21 years as a teacher, 9 
as an administrator. 

Why are you retiring?  
Mrs. Villa: I have taught for 33 years - it’s time! 

Mrs. Sabzevari: I love kids. 
Mrs. Kohloff: I am retiring to start a new chapter in 
my life. I look forward to helping my husband more 
on our family farm and ranch and to enjoy spending 
more time with my grandkids. I will work part time 
at NCMC in the inpatient rehab department and do 
some traveling. 
Mrs. Anderson: My family has moved to southern 
Colorado and I want to be with them. 

What was your best memory at Franklin?    
Mrs. Villa: I have lots of great memories of Franklin - 
thinking of one in particular was when the students 
taped the Assistant Principal to the wall! 
Mrs. Sabzevari: Working with some great people and 
winning first place in volleyball. Also, acquiring lots 
of grey hairs, wrinkles and the love of coffee. 
Mrs. Kohloff: My best memories at Franklin were the 
special relationships I had between the students and 
teachers I worked with. 
Mrs. Anderson: My best memory is working one on 
one with students on reading skills. When students 
read well, their entire world opens up. 

    What made you want to become a teacher?   
Mrs. Villa: I had an amazing 4th grade teacher here in 
Greeley - Mrs. Bornemeier - she really  was my 
inspiration. 
Mrs. Sabzevari: I “love” kids…….must l o v e ….. 
Mrs. Kohloff: I wanted to become a teacher because of 
my love for children and the rewarding feeling of 
helping children and impacting their future through 
education. 
Mrs. Anderson: I love stories and I love discussing 
them with others. I wanted to become a teacher so 
students would enjoy stories and have fun working 
through them. 
 

What did you enjoy about teaching? 

Mrs. Villa: I enjoyed my co-workers, the students, and 
the thrill of actually teaching students and preparing 
them to be productive adults. 
Mrs. Sabzevari: Love taps!!! V-8’s YES!! 
Mrs. Kohloff: I enjoyed teaching because it is a special 
kind of commitment. 
Mrs. Anderson: I enjoyed teaching when students 
found the joy in learning…reading…writing…movies… 
books… stories! 
 

How did your teaching change over the years?   
Mrs. Villa: Obviously bringing technology into the 
classroom has been the biggest change.  
Mrs. Sabzevari: Well, I went from really being sweet 
(not) to being sweeter (LOL). 
Mrs. Kohloff: Over the years, my teaching has changed 
by needing to learn new technology and digital 
devices. 
Mrs. Anderson: I used to be in the classroom teaching 
English, and now I work as an administrator and do a 
lot of paperwork. 
 

What new challenges for future students do you 
foresee?     

Mrs. Villa: I can’t even imagine the new challenges for 
students. 
Mrs. Sabzevari: The new challenge is that students 
need to realize not everything is going to be given to 
them just because they ask for it or expect it. The real 
world will chew you up and spit you out if you don’t 
work hard. I think many of our future students are 
expecting life to easy. Good Luck! 
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Mrs. Kohloff: I see population growth and more 
critical thinking as being a new challenge.  

Mrs. Anderson: The challenge of the future will 
be that students will have to problem solve! 
The jobs you will be applying for are not even 
invented yet… You will have to learn to learn 
continually. 
 

What are some common traits that you 
have seen in your most successful students? 

Mrs. Villa: There are many common traits for 
successful students - the ability to work hard 
and believe they can accomplish anything is a 
great start.  
Mrs. Sabzevari: The most common traits in my 
most successful students is working hard, and 
being involved in sports and clubs. Strong 
work ethic, not feeling sorry for themselves, 
perseverance, and being strong when it comes 
to dealing with challenges.  
Mrs. Kohloff: Some common traits I’ve seen in 
my most successful students is how they 
believed in their abilities to perform well 
academically. 
Mrs. Anderson: The most common traits I have 
seen in successful students is that they keep 
working and trying even if it gets frustrating, 
Never just quit!!! 
 

What have your students taught you over 
the years?  

Mrs. Villa: This is a good one! I would say the 
students have taught me to appreciate each 
new day. Everyday is a new day at Franklin! 
Mrs. Sabzevari: Students have taught me that 
they all have have a story to tell and each story 
requires the teacher to learn how to 
understand the child’s behavior. 
Mrs. Kohloff: Over the years, my students have 
taught me the importance of listening, to be 
firm but fair, and to know each student as the 
individual they are. 
Mrs. Anderson: To enjoy the moment!! Enjoy 
the people around you and be happy for who I 
am. The sheer joy of life! 

 

We will miss you, Mrs. Villa! 
 

“Mrs. Villa is marvelous and inciting and she is a very 
beautiful person.” -Laura Martinez  
 

“Mrs. Villa has helped me get good grades this year and she 
has pushed me to do my absolute best and has helped me 
with my problems in class.”  -Fallyn Nielsen 

 

We will miss you, Mrs. Sabzevari! 
 

“Mrs. Sabzevari is motivating and she’ll keep you on the 
right track and she has a very good personality.” -Janessa 
Lopez  
 

“I’m going to miss Mrs. Sabzevari’s class and the way she 
gives me advice to be a better person and to grow within. 
Mrs. Sabzevari is an amazing teacher.”  -Jerry Guzman 
 

We will miss you, Mrs. Kohloff! 
 

“I’ll miss Mrs. Kohloff helping me with my science.” -Dylan 
Meracle 

 

“You are an awesome teacher and para. You help students 
that need help with their work. You have a good attitude 
with all the staff and students. It was awesome to have you 
here at Franklin Middle School. We are all going to miss 
you so much and hope you have an awesome summer. 
Hope to see you when you come back.” -Lily Garza 
 

We will miss you, Mrs. Anderson! 
 

“What I like about Mrs. Anderson is that she is funny, 
cheerful, and she makes class fun and not boring. Also, she 
grabs everyone's attention by her way of teaching.” -
Nohemi Guzman 
 

“There is a famous quote that reminds me of Mrs. 
Anderson: A smile is the shortest distance between two 
people. This reminds me of Mrs. Anderson because her 
smile helped me feel welcome at Franklin when I was new 
here. For that, I am so appreciative. I wish her the best.” 

-Mrs. Turman  
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How Franklin Is Changing Next Year 

Written by: Yazmene Rodriguez and Cristian Manjarrez 
 

    Since Franklin Middle School is going to be 
different next year, we decided to ask Mrs. Falter 
some questions about the school changes. Below is 
an interview with her: 
 

What is Franklin going to look like next year? 

“50% of the time, kids will be on the computer and 
the other 50% of the time, they will get to do hands-
on learning.” 

Why is this change happening? 

“Since the school is pursuing innovation, we are 
doing a different learning model. It allows every kid 
to learn at their own pace.” 

Are we going to lose or gain staff? 

“The school will keep their staff.” 

How many kids are going to be in a classroom? 

“25 to 30 students will be in a class like normal.” 

Does each student get a computer? 

“Each student will get a chromebook.” 

What will be the biggest difference between this 
year and next year? 

“The students will be engaged and they will have to 
do work in the system.” 

________________________________________________________ 

 

International News 

 

U.S. Vet Gets Deported & Hopes to Return Home 
Written by: Nohemi Andres 

 

In Tijuana, Mexico, a U.S. Marine, Antonio Romo, was 
deported in 2008 after being released from jail. He 
was having trouble dealing with himself after coming 

back from war. After seeing death 
and destruction, he was 
traumatized. To help quiet his 
nightmares, he turned to alcohol 
and drugs. He also made many 
suicide attempts. He was arrested 
after being caught selling cocaine. 
After getting out of prison, five days 

 

before an appointment to settle his immigration 
settlement, Romo was sent back to Mexico. He had 
migrated to Lynwood, California illegally at age 12. 
Romo can see the wall that separates him from his 
family, including his 22-year old daughter. He is now 
part of a program along with other U.S. veterans who 
are also going through the same problem. They have 
tried to convince multiple administrations to let them 
return. The veterans take full responsibility for their 
own actions and have done their time in prison, but 
think that being kicked out of the country is being twice 
as punished, and they don’t think it’s fair. Romo said, 
“We offered our lives, in exchange for nothing.” Even 
after everything Romo has gone through, he would still 
be willing to serve the United States again if given the 
chance.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Afterlife of Deportation 

Written by: Laura Martinez 
 

    A 23 year old Mexican citizen, Jorge Matadamas, 
was deported  on March 7th. Although he is a Mexican 
citizen, he struggled to adapt to the new environment. 
His undocumented parents took him across the 
border to Phoenix when he was 4 years old; ever since 
then, he considered Phoenix home. Currently, he’s 
living with his uncle and aunt in La Paz, a suburb an 
hour and a half drive from the center of Mexico City. 
“The first couple of days were the hardest,” he 
explained, “because they were the most emotional for 
actually realizing that I’m not going to go back to 
America anytime soon.” When he’s required to speak 
English, Jorge can keep a conversation. He thinks of 
what to say in English and translates it in his head. He 

speaks “Pocho,” an 
unflattering term for 
Americanized Spanish, 
and a word that’s used 
to describe Mexicans 
who have lost their 
culture. Matadamas 
entered the DACA  

(Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) program  
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in 2014, which gives protection and work 
privileges to about 750,000 undocumented 
immigrants who were brought to the United 
States as children. But last August, police 
arrested him for drunk driving. He knew he 
made a mistake and took responsibility for his 
actions. Jorge spent a month in county jail before 
he had a bond. Before he was able to leave, ICE 
(Immigration and Customs Enforcement) 
detained him. He spent six months in an ICE 
detention center in Eloy, Arizona. While there, he 
got married to his longtime girlfriend. After his 
appeal to the deportation judge, he was denied 
and was bussed over the border into the Mexico 
town of Nogales. He only had $120 on him when 
they deported him to Nogales. He was very 
appreciative of his small room in Mexico City and 
plans to furnish it more when he can. Matadamas 
visited an organization that might help him find a 
job. He said he could also see making a career in 
the hospitality industry and is looking forward to 
his appointment. From here on out, Jorge wants 
to stay positive and keep his spirits up. He wants 
to make it back to the United States but until 
then, Mexico is his home.   
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Around the World 

Written by: Hunter Desbiens 
 

The Fight for Raqqa 

After terrifying much of the world with their 
territorial gains in Syria and Iraq, the Jihadis of 
ISIS have been losing ground in both countries 
for almost two years. Recent months have been 
consumed by battles for control of Mosul, Iraq’s 
second city, which the extremists captured in 
2014. 
 

French Presidential Election 

On May 7th, Emmanuel Macron of En Marche! 
won the election by a large margin. He is the 
youngest head of state since Napoleon.  
 

Iran’s Presidential Race 
Hassan Rouhani faces the challenge of re-election 
after making a nuclear deal with the US and five other 
world powers.  

Fashion 

 

Written by: Janessa Lopez and Jayden Castro 
 

    Fashion for teenagers in 2017 consists of bomber jackets, 
windbreakers, chokers, joggers, Adidas soccer pants, and 
skinny jeans.  
 

 
 

    There are a lot of different types of trending shoes in 
2017. Some trending brands are Nike, Jordan, Vans, 
Converse, and Adidas. You can find Converse at Famous 
Footwear or Foot Locker. They cost anywhere from $40-
$60. You can find Nike Roshe Ones at the Nike Factory, 

Finish line, or Foot 
Locker.  You can find 
Vans at Foot Locker, 
Famous Footwear, 
Zumiez, or Journeys. A 

fun fact about Vans are that they originally didn’t have 
names, but #44 is the most popular shoe.  
 

    Trending haircuts for boys: 

 
 

Trending haircuts for girls: 

       
 

       Monday is bunday!     Space buns!              Braids! 
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Easy Dessert Recipes 

Written by: Stormie Saucedo and Astera Duarte 
 

No Bake Cookies 
 

Ingredients: 
2 cups sugar 
½ cup milk 
1 stick unsalted butter 
¼ cup cocoa powder 
3 cups rolled oats 
1 cup peanut butter 
1 tbs. Vanilla  extract 
Large pinch of salt 

Directions: Line a baking sheet with wax paper. Bring the 
sugar, milk, butter and cocoa powder to a boil in a medium 
saucepan. Stir the mixture once in awhile. Let it boil for a 
minute, then take the pan off the heat. Add oats, peanut butter, 
salt and vanilla and stir until it is all combined. Get a spoon and 
scoop up the mixture and place it on the cookie sheet spaced 
apart. Let the cookies sit until hardened, and then they are 
ready to eat!! 
 

Strawberry Shortcake 
 

Ingredients: 
1 ½ lbs strawberries 

5 tbs. sugar 

2 cups flour 

2 tsp. baking powder 

¼ tsp. baking soda 

¾ tsp. salt 
1 ½ cups heavy cream 

Directions: Mix strawberries with 3 tbs. of sugar and 
refrigerate for 30 minutes. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. Sift 
the flour, baking powder, baking soda, remaining sugar, and salt 
into bowl. Add the heavy cream, and mix until combined. Place 
mixture into an 8-inch ungreased pan. Bake until golden, 18-20 
minutes. Then add the whipped cream and the strawberries on 
top. 
 

Edible Cookie Dough 

 
Ingredients: 
¼ cup brown sugar 
2 tbs. softened butter 
⅛ tsp. salt 
⅛ tsp. vanilla 
1 tbs. milk 

(Edible Cookie Dough continued) 
5 tbs. flour 
2 tbs. chocolate chips 
Directions: Start by mixing the softened butter, the 
brown sugar, salt, and vanilla together until it is well 
combined. Then, mix in your 1 tablespoon of milk. 
Slowly add in flour, 1 tablespoon at a time, until you 
have a cookie dough texture. Finally add in chocolate 
chips and mix until well combined. Now, enjoy! 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Featured Artist: Tech N9ne 

Written by: Ivan Munoz and Juan Figueroa 
 

 

    Aaron Dontez Yates, better 
known as Tech N9ne, is an 
American rapper, songwriter, 
record producer, actor, and 
entrepreneur. In 1999, he and 
business partner, Travis O'Guin, 

founded the record label Strange Music. Aaron 
was born November 8, 1971 in Kansas City. He is 
45 years old and 5’8. His rap music is about how 
things are for him in his life and how he thinks 
things are going to be in later times.  
 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Ten Random Facts 

Written by: Uziel Martinez and Dairen Clapp 
 
1) A strawberry isn’t an actual berry, but a banana is.  
2) A human’s tongue is the strongest bone in the body.  
3) A flock of crows is known as a murder. 
4) There’s a basketball court above the Supreme 
Court. It’s known as the Highest Court in the Land.  
5) Money isn’t made from paper, but from cotton and 
linen.  
6) A giant panda is actually a bear.  
7) When hippos are upset, their sweat turns red. 
8) There is a volcano in Indonesia that has blue lava.  
9) Cherophobia is the fear of fun. 
10) Your body gets paralyzed while you dream. 

 


